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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 
15:13) 
 

T he setting is bleak and a sense of hope-
lessness has swept over the defending 
army. In the midst of the chaos and 

preparation, a young boy holds a sword. He 
says the talk is “that they will not survive the 
night. That everything is hopeless.” 
 

“This is a good sword! There is always hope!” 
These words spoken by Aragon, in The Lord of 
the Rings: Two Towers  (written by Tolkien) 
conveys the truth that whatever may be – there 
remains the reality that the best is yet to come. 
Whether in preparing for battle against an  
enemy, seen or unseen, there is the light at the 
end of the tunnel that draws us to keep  
moving. 
 

The journey of hope began on a mountain 
when Jesus  was transfigured before His fright-
ened disciples, Peter, James and John. We have 
celebrated that moment in our worship. We 
have been to the mountaintop and in spite of 
all we saw, there is the reality of fear and  
uncertainty. But, there is always hope! 
 

Our journey of hope begins when we evaluate 

our circumstances and decide to forge ahead, 
even against the greatest of odds. Sometimes, 
we are unable to see the future. We find it 
nearly impossible to see victory in our day. It is 
then that we must, against all odds, prepare 
ourselves for the unimaginable! We must  
remember, there is always hope! 
 

This hope may be realized in the positive results 
of medical tests. This hope may come as we 
sense the presence of God in the midst of our 
situation. This hope may reveal itself in the 
melting snow and warmer days. Hope comes in 
many variations and moments of our lives. Do 
not forget, there is always hope! 
 

Jesus, is our hope! He is the One who has come 
down from the mountain and turned His gaze 
to Jerusalem, the destination that will ultimate-
ly provide the hope we need – hope the world 
needs. When Jesus is nailed to a rugged tree, 
our lives can never be the same. Why? Because 
when He breathes His last and bows His head, 
hope is reintroduced into the fabric of our  
being. The “good sword” provides the word 
that encourages and draws us forward. Jesus 
said, “In this world you will have tribulation; 
but, take courage – I have overcome the 
world.” 
 

Check Presented to Museum 
In honor of Black History Month, we are pleased to share that Kathleen 
Filkins and Bettie George Frye recently presented a check for $2,000 to 
Darrell Smith, the founder and curator of the C. B. Nuckolls Community 
Center and Black History Museum. 
 

This contribution was made possible through a $1,000 grant from the 
Presbytery of Transylvania, along with a $1,000 donation from the FPC 
Mission Ministry Team. We are honored to support the vital work being 
done at the museum and within our community. If you would like to 
learn more about the C.B. Nuckolls Community Center and its mission, 
we encourage you to visit their website at ashlandblackhistory.com. 

Join the Presbyterian Church USA in serving the most vulnerable around the world by offering aid to those lacking 
access to life’s basic necessities. We will receive this offering from March 1 through April 5 (Easter Sunday). Please 
use one of the pew envelopes, write on it One Great Hour of Sharing, also  note OGHS on your check. For additional 
information, visit: pcusa.org/special-offerings/one-great-hour-sharing. 

Sunday, March 8 
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Sunday Morning Study: Sundays, 9:28 a.m.  
Armchair Theologians: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School (K–4th): Sundays,  9:30 a.m. 
Harmony of the Gospels: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Youth Group (5th – 12 th): Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m.  
Handbell Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 5:45 p.m. 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Bob Evans 
Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays, 5p.m. & Saturdays, 11 a.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, March 5, 1 p.m. 
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, March 9, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, March 12, 11:30 a.m. 
Horizon’s Bible Study: Thursday, March 12, 5:15 p.m. 
Sew Blessed: Monday, March 16, 6 p.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, March 19, 1 p.m. 
Dames + Dinner: Thursday, March 19, 5:30 p.m. 
Empty Nesters: Monday, March 23, 5:30 p.m. 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, March 24, 5:30 p.m. 
Lunch Bunch: Thursday, March 26, 11:30 a.m. 
Palm Sunday: Sunday, March 29 
EASTER JAM: Sunday, March 29, 12:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Hermansdorfer–March 6 
Joe Frye–March 9 

Carol Sanderson–March 11 
Steve Jackson–March 15 
Jennifer Dillon–March 23 
Adrianna Riggs–March 25 
Adrian Adams–March 25 

Benjamin Weston–March 25 
Will Frye–March 29 

Liza Jackson–March 29 
JT Norris–March 29 

Ryan Whitman–March 30 
 

Special Dates for March 2026 

World Day of Prayer, March 6 
Daylight saving time begins, March 8 

St. Patrick's Day, March 17 
First day of spring, March 20 
Holy Week, March 29–April 5 

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 29 
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Spring Break Food Drive 
The Ashland Youth Service Center Food Pantry Drive will begin on Sunday, February 15. We will be collecting  
donations through Sunday, March 15, to support those in our community. Your contributions make a significant 
difference, and we appreciate your continued support.  To help stock the pantry effectively, we are specifically  
looking for the following items:  

Pop Tarts     Granola Bars  Chef Boy R Dee  Packaged Cookies 

Instant Oatmeal   Mac n Cheese  Canned Tuna Ramen Noodles 

Cereal Bars  Knorr’s Fiesta Sides Rice Gripz Trail Mix   

Spaghetti Noodles  Peanut Butter Peanut Butter or Cheese  
Sandwich Crackers  

Canned Chicken  

Canned Pasta Sauce Cheez-Its  Soup  
(w/beef, chicken, or potatoes)          

 

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES 
The AAMA is sponsoring Community Lent Midweek Worship on Wednesdays during Lent. 
Each service begins at noon with lunch at 12:30 p.m.  

March 4— Cornerstone Methodist Church 
March 11— First United Methodist Church 

March 18—Holy Family Catholic Church 
March 25—Calvary Episcopal Church 

 

An offering will be received at each service in support of local ministries. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
He is risen! Easter calls us to celebrate with joy and gratitude. Christ’s resurrection reminds us 
that darkness does not win and hope is always rising. Let’s rejoice together in the good news 
that transforms our lives.  

PALM SUNDAY 
Palm Sunday is March 29.  Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! As we 
wave our palm branches in praise, we remember the King who entered Jerusalem in humility 
and love. May our hearts welcome Him anew this Holy Week.  

EASTER FLOWERS 
Help fill our sanctuary with the beauty of Easter flowers! Dedicate a flower in memory or 
honor of a loved one. Dedications will appear in the Easter bulletin and flowers may be  
taken home after services. Forms and donations ($15 per flower) are due by March 29. 
There are forms available in the narthex or order online at fpcaky.org.  

EASTER JAM 
All children in 1st thru grade 6 and their families are invited to join us for our annual Easter 
Jam on Sunday, March 29 following morning worship . We will have pizza and chicken nug-
gets for lunch, followed by crafts, games and an Easter egg hunt. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jane Justice or Kelly Hanni. We are currently collecting candy and novelty 
items for the BUNNY STORE. You may drop them off in the Narthex. Thanks in advance! 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
We will observe Maundy Thursday April 2, at 7 p.m. This service combines the Lord’s Supper 
with a Service of Darkness leading us from the upper room to the burial of Jesus following His 
crucifixion and death. It is a solemn service that touches our souls. Please make plans to join us 
as we prepare for the joy of Easter morning!  


