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Thinking Ahead, Looking Behind 
Rev. Bill Pollack 
 

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the de-
sert.” (Isaiah 43:19) 
 

I have become more aware that God, as Cre-
ator, is invested in new things. From the 
words of Genesis to Revelation, new is His 
way. As I think about the work of God in the 
universe, I am pondering two truths – crea-
tion and recreation. Consider these two 
truths with me as together we look forward 
to a new calendar year about to reveal itself. 
 

First creation. In itself, this is an amazing con-
cept. God created everything out of nothing-
ness. Augustine called this “ex nihilo” which 
literally means “out of nothing.” He spoke in 
the midst of the darkened void and light ap-
peared. Following His natural course, the 
next created things proceeded from and pre-
ceded to the next on the list. Everything 
made was important to the other. He created 
with purpose. His intent was to provide a 
perfect place where His highest creation – 
you and me – could live and commune with 

God and one another. But there was a prob-
lem. Disobedience (sin) ushered in a break of 
that perfect union. Innocence was lost and 
the search for redemption became the focus 
of the day. Though God thought about wip-
ing out His original work and start over; He 
relented and through the faithful response of 
Noah and his family preserved a root from 
which would become a part of the Biblical 
story we know. He didn’t go back and start 
over, He went forward and began a renewal 
among His creation. 
 

When Jesus came, His purpose was to do His 
Father’s will. In this, He came to “recall”, 
“reclaim” and “redeem” the world where it 
was found. Jesus worked in the midst of the 
“what is” and began to reclaim it with the 
intent of making all things new again. 
 

As we begin a new calendar year, we are part 
of this new work. We have been created in 
God’s image and Jesus wants to help us re-
claim it and live it today. A new beginning. A 
fresh start. Let us therefore, look back at our 
own creation and forward to the new He 
wants us to be. It will be better than we can 
imagine. God’s promise to us. ꝉ 
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Memorial Gifts Given 
Memorial gifts were given in memory of: 

 

 Sally Hermansdorfer by Kathy Hermansdorfer, Bryan & Martha Krepps, J.T. & Kelly Norris, James & Margaret Rucker 
 

 Robert McCullough by John & Bonnie Sammet, Toby Williams 

 

 William Watson by Charles & Jan Holbrook 

  

 John Woods, III by Buzz & Joyce Compton, Betty Cooper, Dora & Alexandra Dallas, Dolores A. Eichhorn, Richard & Phyllis 
 Frymire, Lee & Jack Hancock, Charles & Jan Holbrook, Andrew & Donna Jones, Mary Lou & Bill Kissel, David & Caitlin  
 Lucchino, E.B. & Jody Lowman, Charles J. Luellen, Kimberly & Joseph Mascaro, Frederick & Willie Grace McCullough, Sue 
 Carol McCullough, Kateri McKee, Loren Moore, J.T. & Kelly Norris, John & Bonnie Sammet, Phyllis Spears and Family, R.E. 
 Sutherland, Carol Tanner, Leslie Thomas, Carolyn Ware, Susan Ware, Toby Williams 
  

 Paul Woods by Alexis M. Woods 
 

 Sharon Woods by Alexis M. Woods 

Cathy Wilson Presents Presbyterian Hunger Grant  
 

Recently, our own Cathy Wilson, presented a check for $2,500.00 to South Ashland United 
Methodist Church to support the Backpack Ministry in the Ashland Schools (Mike & Linda 
VanHoose are the program coordinators). This money was received from the Transylvania 
Presbytery in the form of a Hunger Grant. First Presbyterian Church can be encouraged 
through our mission outreach in the Ashland area. Together, we continue to make a differ-
ence in the lives of students and their families through our generosity and prayers. 

 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

 Men’s Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Bob Evans (reading John’s Gospel) 

 Adult Chancel Choir, Wednesdays,  7:15 p.m.  

 Winchester Bells, Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m. (resume on January 12) 

 Advent/Christmas Bible Study, Sunday, January 2, 5 p.m. (final one) 

 Membership Committee Meeting, Monday, January 10, 5:30 p.m.  

 Mission  Committee Meeting, Monday, January 10, 5:30 p.m.  

 Worship Committee Meeting, Monday, January 10, 5:30 p.m.  

 Men’s Lunch Bunch, Thursday, January 13, 11:30 p.m. 

 Sew Blessed, Monday, January 17, 6 – 8 p.m.  

 Finance Committee Meeting, Tuesday, January 18, 5:30 p.m. 

 Session Meeting, Tuesday, January 25, 5:30 p.m.  

 Men’s Lunch Bunch, Thursday, January 27, 11:30 a.m. 

Special Offering For Disaster Relief 
 

We are receiving a special offering over the next several weeks to assist in 
the recovery following the recent tornado damage in Western Kentucky ear-
lier this month. We are working in cooperation with the Transylvania Presby-
tery who will send our offerings to the greatest need. They have persons in 
place to make sure the resources we send will be applied directly to these 
needs. Our Presbytery has already donated $10,000 on behalf of all the 
churches. Please prayerfully consider what you will contribute to this needful response to those Kentuckians in their re-
covery from the recent devastation. Thank you in advance for your generosity in your giving. Please make your check out 
to First Presbyterian Church and note it for disaster relief. May the Lord continue to encourage the hearts and minds of 
those affected by the recent storms. May we hold them up in our daily prayers. 


