
 

 
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 

 

 



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Second Sunday in Lent | Communion Sunday 

 

March 5, 2023 10:50 a.m. 
 

 We Gather in God’s Name  
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Bill Pollack 
 

Prelude Max Jackso 

The Glory of These Forty Days 
(Johann Pachelbel) 

 

Call to Worship J.T. Norris 

Leader: A new song, a song of Lent, arising from our life 
together. 
People: A song of praise redeeming our tragedies and 
celebrating our triumphs. 
Leader: A song of joy! 
People: A love song! 
ALL: To God, who tends the wounds of the heart, who 
restores hope to the despairing, who brings light into the 
darkness and blesses us each day, we give thanks! Amen. 
 

† Hymn of Lent   #396 
Brethren, We Have Come to Worship 

Brethren, we have met to worship and adore the Lord our God. 
Will you pray with all your power while we try to preach the word? 

All is vain unless the Spirit of the holy One comes down.  
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 

 

Sisters, will you come and help us? Moses’ sister aided him. 
Will you help the trembling mourners  

who are struggling hard with sin? 
Tell them all about the Savior. Tell them that He will be found. 
Sisters, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 

 

Is there here a trembling jailer, seeking grace and filled with fears? 
Is there here a weeping Mary pouring forth a flood of tears? 

Brethren, join your cries to help them;  
sisters, let your prayers abound! 

Pray, O pray, that holy manna  will be scattered all around. 
 



Let us love our God supremely; let us love each other, too. 
Let us love and pray for sinners till our God makes all things new. 

Christ will call us home to heaven; at His table we’ll sit down. 
Christ will gird Himself and serve us with sweet manna all around. 

 

† Call to Confession 
 

† Prayer of Confession 
Loving God, we do not deserve your mercy. We cannot earn 
your love. All our good works are as filthy rags before your 
holiness. Yet still we try to defend our self-centeredness and 
make up excuses. Still, we wear masks and play games that 
make us appear better than we are. Forgive our foolish ways, O 
Lord. Thank You for the invitation to come clean, to be remade 
from the inside out, to be washed in forgiveness that You alone 
can give. Thank You for the work of Christ that makes 
reconciliation with You and one another possible.  
 

† Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, believe the good news. 
 P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole. 

 

† Response                                                                                                    #551 (3)                                                                                                    
Lord, Have Mercy 

Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 We Listen to God’s Word  
 

Children’s Message  Lisa Stevens 
 

Anthem Chancel Choir 
Be Present At Our Table, Lord 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 
us. Be present at our table, Lord, be here and everywhere 
adored; Thy people bless, and grant that we may feast in 

paradise with Thee. Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the 
world, grant us peace. 

 

Prayer for Illumination  

 



The Epistle Lesson  Acts 4:23 – 31 (NRSV)  

23 After they were released, they went to their own people and 
reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 
24 When they heard it, they raised their voices together to God 
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, 
the sea, and everything in them, 25 it is You who said by the Holy 
Spirit through our ancestor David, Your servant: ‘Why did the 
gentiles rage and the peoples imagine vain things? 26 The kings of 
the earth took their stand, and the rulers have gathered together 
against the Lord and against His Messiah.’ 27 “For in this city, in 
fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, gathered together against Your holy servant 
Jesus, whom You anointed, 28 to do whatever Your hand and 
Your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look 
at their threats, and grant to Your servants to speak Your word 
with all boldness, 30 while You stretch out Your hand to heal, and 
signs and wonders are performed through the name of Your holy 
servant Jesus.” 31 When they had prayed, the place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord   
P: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm  31    #214 (1,2,3,5) 
You Are My Refuge, Faithful God 

You are my refuge, faithful God; You shelter me from shame. 
I put my spirit in your hands and call upon Your name. 

 

Deliver me from hidden snares, from sorrow, pain and strife. 
When troubles seem to smother me, take heed and save my life! 

 

Be gracious, God in my distress, and dry my bitter tears. 
My life is spent in misery; I sigh away my years. 

 

And yet I trust in You, O God; Your covenant still stands. 
Redeem me in Your faithful love, my life is in Your hands. 
 

 
 



† Gospel Lesson Mark 9:14 – 29 (NRSV) 
 When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around 
them and some scribes arguing with them. 15 When the whole 
crowd saw Him, they were immediately overcome with awe, and 
they ran forward to greet Him. 16 He asked them, “What are you 
arguing about with them?” 17 Someone from the crowd answered 
Him, “Teacher, I brought You my son; he has a spirit that makes 
him unable to speak, 18 and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him 
down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid, and 
I asked Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.” 
19 He answered them, “You faithless generation, how much 
longer must I be with you? How much longer must I put up with 
you? Bring him to me.” 20 And they brought the boy to Him. 
When the spirit saw Him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and 
he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 
21 Jesus asked the father, “How long has this been happening to 
him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 It has often cast him into 
the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if You are able to 
do anything, help us! Have compassion on us!” 23 Jesus said to 
him, “If you are able! All things can be done for the one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out, “I 
believe; help my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that a crowd came 
running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, 
“You spirit that keeps this boy from speaking and hearing, I 
command you, come out of him, and never enter him again!” 
26 After crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and 
the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is 
dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and 
he was able to stand. 28 When He had entered the house, His 
disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 
29 He said to them, “This kind can come out only through prayer.” 

 

L: This is the Holy Gospel of Christ! 
P: Thanks be to God!  

 

Sermon Pastor Bill Pollack 
“Why Did We Fail?” 

 

 



 We Respond to God’s Word  
 

† Affirmation of Faith             Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake He 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Offering Acknowledgement  Special Offering – Backpack Ministry 
 

† Doxology #711 (3) 
Lord of All Good 

Father, whose bounty all creation shows, 
Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live, 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows, 

To You with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 
` 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 

† Hymn of Communion                     #202 (1,2) 
An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare 

An upper room did our Lord prepare for those He loved until the end: 
and His disciples still gather there to celebrate their risen Friend. 

 



A lasting gift Jesus gave His own: to share His bread, His loving cup. 
Whatever burdens may bow us down, He by His cross shall lift us up. 

 

 The Lord’s Supper  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving  
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right…Hear us, gracious God, as we join creation's 
song and sing Your eternal praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

…With thanksgiving, as we wait on the Lord and follow 
Him on this Lenten journey, we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
(2x) 
Gracious God, pour out Your Holy Spirit…. Through Christ, 
all glory and honor are Yours, Almighty Father, with the 
Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever. 

 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
 



Communion of the People 
 

Prayer After Communion  
 

 We Are Sent in God’s Name  
 

† Hymn of Sending                                                    #306 (1,2,3) 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

 

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers. 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,  

our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes; our mutual burdens bear. 
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

 

Postlude Max Jackson 
He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought 

(Robert McNulty) 
 

† Charge and Benediction   
† Standing if you are able. 

 

SERVING TODAY 
Head Usher: Cathy Wilson 

Liturgist: J.T. Norris 
Videographer: Ryan Whitman 

 

LAST WEEK’S RECAP 
Attendance: 57 

General Offering: $1,281.00 
The Neighborhood:$316.53 

Online Offering: $125.00 
Total Offering: $1,722.53 

 

 IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday, March 5 
Sunday Morning Study, 9:18 a.m. 
Morning Worship, 10:50 a.m. 
“The God You Are Looking For” Bible Study, 5:30 p.m. 

 
 
 



Wednesday, March 8 
Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m./Bob Evans 
Lenten Worship: First Presbyterian Church, Noon 
Bells Rehearsal, 5:45 p.m.  
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 9 
Men’s Lunch Bunch, 11:30 a.m. 
Caring With Heart, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, March 11 
Ladies’ Clothing Swap, 2 p.m. 

 
 
 

 

Daylight saving time begins, March 12 
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, March. 13, 5:30 p.m. 
Choir & Bells Appreciation/Hymn Sing: Sunday, March 19, 
following Worship 
Congregational Meeting: Sunday, March 19, following Worship 
Sew Blessed: Monday, March 20, 6 p.m. 
Finance Ministry Team: Tuesday, March 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, March 23, 11:30 a.m. 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Lent Worship Services 
Community Lent Worship continues 
Wednesdays during March. Each 
service will begin at Noon with lunch 
at 12:30 p.m.  

 

 
March 8—First Presbyterian Church  

March 15—Holy Family Catholic Church  
March 22—First Christian Church  

March 29—Cornerstone Methodist Church 
 

An offering will be received at each service in support of the 
Community Kitchen, Shelter of Hope, and CAReS.  

 

 



Shoe Collection Continues 
We continue to collect gently used shoes for school aged children 
in the Rowan County School System. The deadline is March 19. 
Rachel Dillon is very grateful for all those who have already 
donated shoes. 

 

Congregational Meeting  
There will be a congregational meeting on 
Sunday, March 19 following morning worship. 
The purpose is to replace a member of the 
session. 

 

Appreciation & Hymn Sing 
Please make plans to join us in the Bethesda 
Community Hall, Sunday, March 19 following 
morning worship for an old-time hymn sing. Our 
own Max Jackson has wanted to have a “hymn 
sing” that will help us learn some new songs that we can use in 
worship settings.  Let’s show Max we are ready to learn some 
new tunes! We will also have an opportunity to recognize and 
celebrate our Chancel Choir and Winchester Bells!  
 

 SPECIAL OFFERINGS  
1ST SUNDAY – Backpack Ministry 

2ND SUNDAY – FPC Organ Repair Fund 
3RD SUNDAY – Clean Start 

4TH SUNDAY – CAReS 
5TH SUNDAY – Pastor’s Discreationary Fund 

Please place all special offerings  
in the container located in the Narthex. 

 

 

Next Sunday, March 12! 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Week ending March 3, 2022 
Don & Ruth Ellen Chaney (J.T. Norris) 

Charline Eastin (Betty George’s sister) and her Haitian colleagues 
Annie & Bob Miller 

Stacie Parsons (online) 
Margaret VonVoorhis (Melissa Rigsby) 

Kim Whitman 
 

Week ending February 24, 2023 
Donna Isaacs (Kelly Hanni’s mother) 

Bill Roy (Jane Justice’s brother-in-law) 
Vernie Tackett (Geri Willis’ sister) 

Mary Vanderhoof (John Ferguson’s mother) 
Jeff Wilson (Judy Eby’s brother) 

 

Week ending February 17, 2023 
Family of Reece Allyn Baker 

Family of Roy Hina (Pastor Bill & Nanette) 
Family of Alice Rossell (Jane Justice’s mother) 

 
Prayer requests will rotate off after three weeks. If you have an 

ongoing concern, please contact the church office.   

 

Ongoing: Derek Payne, Nancy Payne, Janet Winans,  
Ann & Jim Wiseman 

 

Morning Pointe: Carolyn Graber 

 

Military:  
Erik Adkins (USAF Reserves, Dayton, OH, son of Kris Adkins) 

Cadet Katie Brown  
(West Point, granddaughter of Kim & Mike Whitman) 

Major Kaitlin Whitmore (US Army, niece of Don & Judy Lily) 
 
 
 
 



STAFF 
 

 Minister: Rev. William Pollack 
Choirmaster, Organist: Max Jackson 

Administrative Assistant: Nanette Pollack 
Facilities Manager: Glen Thomas 
Nursery Attendant: Kara Adkins 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 
 

President of Congregation: Mitch Hall 
Secretary of Congregation/Clerk of Session: Kelly Hanni 

Treasurer: Cathy Wilson 
 

2023 2024 2025 

Mitch Hall Cathy Wilson* Kelly Hanni 

Ryan Whitman J.T. Norris Kim Whitman 

  Geri Willis 

  *2nd term of service 
 

MINISTRY TEAMS 

 
To visit the church website, scan the code below. 

 
 
P.O. Box 1 | 1600 Winchester Avenue | Ashland, Kentucky 41101 

ashlandpresbyterian@yahoo.com | fpcaky.org 
606.324.4122 | 606.324.4123 (fax) 

Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Building & Grounds: TBD Membership: TBD 
 

Christian Education: 
Kim Whitman & Lee McCloud 

Mission: Geri Willis 
 

Congregational Life: Cathy Wilson Personnel: Janet Holbrook 
 

Finance: Trish Hall Worship: Ryan Whitman 

mailto:ashlandpresbyterian@yahoo.com
http://www.fpcaky.org/

