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“A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I 
will put within you, and I will remove from 
your body the heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26) 
 

“What did you get for Christmas?” This has to 
be the most asked query this time of year.  
Everyone is interested in the things you and I 
received from under the tree. It could be a gift 
from the special people in your life, or maybe 
even a surprise from St. Nicholas. No matter, I 
do truly hope that what you have opened this 
Christmas is what you have always wanted. 
 

For a long time now, all I wanted for Christmas 
was “peace on earth.” Seriously. I desired that 
more than anything. To imagine a world where 
peace ruled in the hearts, minds and actions is 
still one of the top gifts on my wish-list. But, 
things have slowly shifted for your pastor. 
These past four years of dealing with sickness 
have recaptured my interest and desire for the 
tomorrows of my life.  
 

I now make my request to the God of the uni-
verse for a new heart. Each day, I pray that the 
Lord will bless me with a desire to serve Him 
with a newness of heart and a willing spirit. It is 
my hope that He will find ways to use me in 
making a positive difference in the lives of each 
of you. One of my greatest joys is the honor of 
serving as your shepherd in the coming year. I 

desire for you to grow into a greater likeness of 
the One who created you. I want more than 
anything else that you and I are able to grow 
deeper in love with the Savior who has been 
born. I have an overwhelming urgency for each 
of us to yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit who 
will walk beside us on this journey of faith in 
2026. 
 

I do not know God’s plan for any of our days. 
However, I am fully confident that with His 
leading us into this new year will bring fruit that 
will be pleasing to God in every way. (John 
15:5, 8) Let us choose to be worthy branches of 
the True Vine so that we can experience the 
love of God in its fullness. 
 

This past year has been a remarkable one. This 
new year will be even more so as we walk in 
the way of Jesus under the power and protec-
tion of the Holy Spirit. To help us along the way, 
I am urging you to accept the challenge of read-
ing scripture with a purpose. You will find the 
suggested course of reading elsewhere in this 
newsletter. As we read scripture, pray, attend 
worship and respond in faith through our faith-
ful service and giving; God promises to give us a 
new heart and spirit this Christmas season and 
throughout the coming new year! 
 

On the Journey with You,  

This is the first page of the Bible readings. The second page is available in the Narthex, on the church website or by calling the office. 



January Heartbeats Page 2 

Sunday Morning Study: Sundays, 9:28 a.m.  
Armchair Theologians: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School (K–4th): Sundays,  9:30 a.m. 
Harmony of the Gospels: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Youth Group (5th – 12 th): Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m.  
Handbell Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 5:45 p.m. 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Bob Evans 
Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays, 5p.m. & Saturdays, 11 a.m. 
Glen’s Birthday Celebration: Sunday, Jan. 4, Noon 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, Jan. 8, 11:30 a.m. 
Horizon’s Bible Study: Thursday, Jan. 8, 5:15 p.m. 
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, Jan. 12, 5:30 p.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, Jan. 15, 1 p.m. 
Dames + Dinner: Thursday, Jan. 15, 5:30 p.m. 
MLK Luncheon: Monday Jan. 19, Noon 
Sew Blessed: Monday, Jan. 19, 6 p.m. 
Finance Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 20, 5:30 p.m. 
Lunch Bunch: Thursday Jan. 22, 11:30 a.m. 
Nanette’s Birthday Celebration: Sunday, Jan. 25, Noon 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 27, 5:30 p.m. 

 
Special Dates for January 2026 

• New Year’s Day, January 1 

• Epiphany, January 6 
• Baptism of the Lord, January 11 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary Dillon–January 3 
Greg Weston–January 3 

Heather Whitman–January 4 
Kelly Hanni–January 5 

Andrew Jones–January 5 
Mark Hanni–January 7 

Anna Goodwin–January 8 
Kate Goodwin–January 8 
LuAnne Conley–January 9 

John Fox McCloud–January 9 
Glen Thomas–January 13 

David Eby–January 14 
Mary McGill–January 16 

Holli McClelland–January 18 
Carli Weston–January 21 

Nanette Pollack–January 22 
Donna Jones–January 23 
Lorelai Shay–January 24 

Christy Thomas–January 24 
Sunny Goodwin–January 25 
Mike Whitman–January 27 

Lisa Stevens–January 29 
Betty Jean Phipps–January 31 
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Memorial Gifts Given  
A memorial gift has been given in memory of Dr. Barbara Walters by Linda Hunt.  
A memorial gift has been given in memory of Mary Patterson by Bill Gesling. 

Christmas Cookie Exchange  
A huge thank you to everyone who helped make the annual Christmas Cookie Exchange a great success. This year's 
Cookie Exchange was held in memory of Mary Patterson, and we are pleased to announce that we collected 
$117.00. This will be donated directly to the Back Pack Ministry. We would also like to give a special thanks to Santa 
Claus for stopping by and visiting with us, making the event truly memorable! Thank you again for your time and 
contribution to this wonderful event. 

Celebrating Staff January Birthdays 
We have two upcoming opportunities to celebrate the birthdays of two valued members of 
our staff. 
 

Glen's Birthday Celebration 
We invite everyone to join us as we celebrate Glen’s birthday on Sunday, January 4. We will 
gather in the Narthex immediately following morning worship. Please consider giving him a 
card and expressing your thanks for all he does for us here at FPC. Happy birthday, Glen! 
 

Nanette's Birthday Celebration 
From weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters to emails, text messages, and so much in be-
tween, we are blessed to have Nanette in our church office. On Sunday, January 25, we will 
have the opportunity to thank her as we celebrate her birthday following morning worship in 
the Narthex. Please join us in this celebration. Cards and words of gratitude are welcome. 
Thank you, Nanette, for everything you do to make FPC a church in which we are proud. 

Yearlong Bible Reading Plan 
WELL DONE to all who read the Bible through in 2025. Nanette and I would like to encourage you for a new  
challenge in 2026. Spend the year in God’s Word, exploring key characteristics of a Christ-follower. To guide your 
Scripture-reading for the next 52 weeks, this plan highlights two Christian traits for every letter of the alphabet. Each 
week, you’ll focus on one trait and its seven daily readings. Throughout each week, try to live out the assigned trait. 
May God, the Alpha and Omega, bless your A–Z journey of biblical habits from January 1 through December 31. The 
reading plans are available in the Narthex. I pray you will join us!!  (Pastor Bill) 

Notes of Gratitude 
 A BIG thank you to everyone who participated in this year's Mitten Tree project benefiting the Ashland Family 
Resource Center. Your contributions will make a significant difference to local families this winter. We appreciate 
your generosity and help in making this a success! (Missions Ministry Team) 
 

 Thank you First Presbyterian Church for the generous clothing donation. Your kindness is truly a blessing to  
students at ACTC. (Ashley Vanderpool and Amy Oakley, ACTC Career Services) 
 

We, the Staff here at First Presbyterian Church, express our greatest appreciation and thanks for the ways you 
have blessed us during this past year. We are especially grateful for gifts, goodies, cards and words of appreciation 
and encouragement over these past days. We are privileged to be apart of this Church family. Our prayer for you is 
for His blessings to be with you and your family throughout this coming year.  
(Nanette, Kara, Glen, Max & Pastor Bill) 

Martin Luther King Jr.  Celebration 
We are pleased to announce the upcoming Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration, which will be held at the Ashland Transportation Center 
on Monday, January 19, 2026. The time for the event is currently to 
be announced (TBA). We will share the final schedule as soon as it is 
confirmed.  
 

First Presbyterian Church will once again be providing lunch for all 
participants following the MLK Walk. The lunch service will begin at 
noon. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to help 
with lunch preparations, please contact Cathy Wilson. Thank you for 
your support of this event. 
 

Christianity affirms that at the heart of reality is a Heart, a loving Father who works through history for the salvation 

of his children. Man cannot save himself, for man is not the measure of all things and humanity is not God. Bound 

by the chains of his own sin and finiteness, man needs a Savior. 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 


