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And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as 
of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and 
truth. 16 From His fullness we have all re-
ceived, grace upon grace. (John 1:14,16) 
 

E mpty! This is not a positive word. It  
conveys the thought that what is needed 
is lacking and unavailable at the  
moment. Whether it is the gas needle in  

our vehicles or the feeling we have when we 
are hungry; empty is never a good thing.  
Except, at this time of the year!  
 

The women came to the tomb where Jesus was 
laid by Joseph of Arimathea. It was to be the 
final resting place of the One who had come to 
earth to save the people from the effects of sin 
that leads to death everlasting. When the stone 
was rolled at the entrance to this tomb, many 
felt it was over! The tomb was filled with the 
body of Jesus and the women had come to 
make final preparation of His body. But then, 
they saw. They approached the tomb with the 
massive stone rolled off to the side of the  
entrance. They looked in. The tomb was  
empty! They were incredulous. Until they 
heard the words of the one in white – “He is 
not here, He has risen!” The tomb had been 
filled and now lay empty! God had changed 
everything with the resurrection of the Lord. 
 

From the emptiness of life to the risen reality 
of One who is now alive forever more. “He is 
not here!” The tomb is empty, and as the  

Gospel writer says, “from His fullness, we 
have all received, grace upon grace.” Today, 
empty becomes a needed word! During this 
season of Lent/Easter, empty conveys a sense 
of renewed hope that rings down throughout 
the ages! 
 

“He is not here!” The grave is empty and the 
promise of new life is here! Jesus has ushered 
in for us a new reality. Nothing can separate 
us from a vibrant and vital relationship with 
God. Death has been defeated. The final ene-
my has been overcome with the power of res-
urrection. We do not need to fear the grave! 
There is a better place being prepared for you 
and me. It is possible because the tomb is 
empty!  
 

I truly hope that you are able to sense the 
promise of life eternal. I pray that you will be 
able to know that God has redeemed you 
through the death of Jesus at Calvary, on a 
cross! I earnestly implore you to know the 
One who has caused a tomb, filled with the 
body of Jesus, to be emptied. And that you 
may experience the “grace upon grace” that is 
now offered to you and me! 
 

It is time to celebrate the “empty” of a tomb. It 
is time to embrace the reality that He lives; 
and as a result, that you can live confidently in 
the promise of life abundant and eternal. 
Thanks be to God who makes it all possible! 
And the people of God say, “AMEN!” 

Questions, see Bettie George Frye. 
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Sunday Morning Study: Sundays, 9:28 a.m.  
Armchair Theologians: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School (K–4th): Sundays,  9:30 a.m. 
Harmony of the Gospels: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Youth Group (5th – 12 th): Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m.  
Handbell Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 5:45 p.m. 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Bob Evans 
Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays, 5p.m. & Saturdays, 11 a.m. 
Zumba Classes: Tuesdays, 5p.m. & Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, April 2, 1 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday: April 2, 7 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, April 9, 11:30 a.m. 
Horizon’s Bible Study: Thursday, April 9, 5:15 p.m. 
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, April 13, 5:30 p.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, April 16, 1 p.m. 
Dames + Dinner: Thursday, April 16, 5:30 p.m. 
PW Spring Gathering: Saturday, April 18 
Youth Sunday/Earth Day: April 19 
Sew Blessed: Monday, April 20, 6 p.m. 
Finance Meeting: Tuesday, April 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Lunch Bunch: Thursday, April 23, 11:30 a.m. 
Kara’s Birthday Celebration: Sunday, April 26, following 
worship 
Empty Nesters: Monday, April 27, 5:30 p.m. 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, April 28, 5:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda Trimboli–April 7 
Cami Lee Lambert –April 7 

Scott Sanderson–April 8 
Vonnie Pool–April 10 

Ashton Wheeler–April 11 
Arden McClelland–April 13 

Judy Eby–April 14 
Don Lilly–April 15 

Rachel Adkins–April 15 
Judy Lilly–April 17 

Nancy Payne–April 21 
Bob Miller–April 21 

Kara Adkins–April 25 
Donna Isaacs–April 25 

Jennifer Johnson–April 26 
Jan Holbrook–April 28 

 

Anniversaries 
Carol & Scott Sanderson, April 1 
Kim & Robert Smithson, April 15 

 
Special Dates for April 2026 

Holy Week Continues, March 29-April 5 
Maundy Thursday, April 2 

Good Friday, April 3 
Easter Sunday, April 5 

Earth Day, April 22 
Administrative Professionals Day, April 22 
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Note of Gratitude 
Thank you everyone for the wonderful shower! 
Michael and I felt so loved. Even though we are 
miles away now, so glad to call First Presbyterian 
home always! (Love, Cassie & Michael) 

With Deepest Sympathy 
We extend our Christian love and heartfelt sympathy to the family of Mary Vanderhoof, mother of John Ferguson, 
who passed away on March 17, at the age of 97. We also share our sympathy with the family of Eleanor Weston, 
grandmother of Greg Weston, who passed away on March 21 at the age of 100. Please keep both families in your 
thoughts and prayers during this time of loss. 

Congratulations Matt! 
We are proud to celebrate an exciting achievement 
for Matt Dillon, who has been awarded a baseball 
scholarship to attend University of Pikeville in  
Pikeville, Kentucky. 

 

This accomplishment reflects Matt’s hard work, 
dedication, and passion for the game, both on and 
off the field. His commitment has truly paid off, and 
this next step marks the beginning of an exciting 
new chapter in both his academic and athletic  
journey. 

 

In the accompanying photo, Matt is seated with his 
proud family—his parents, Dr. Gary and Gretchen, along with his sisters, Rachel 
and Jennifer. Their support and encouragement have undoubtedly played a vital 
role in helping Matt reach this milestone. Congratulations to Matt on this well-
deserved honor! We wish him continued blessings as he pursues his dreams at 
UPIKE.  

Youth Sunday and Earth Care Celebration – April 19 
Join us for a special and meaningful morning of worship on Sunday, April 19, as 
we celebrate Youth Sunday alongside our commitment to Earth Care. 

 

On this day, our youth will lead the entire service, sharing their gifts, faith, and 
voices with the congregation. We are especially proud to recognize our gradu-
ating senior, Matt Dillon, as we celebrate this important milestone in his journey. 

 

As we honor Earth Care, the service will also reflect on our responsibility to be 
good stewards of God’s creation—caring for the world around us with gratitude 
and intention. 

 

Pastor Bill will offer a homily to guide and encourage us as we worship together. 
This promises to be a joyful and uplifting service, and we hope you will join us in 
supporting our youth and celebrating God’s creation.  

 

A spaghetti luncheon—featuring spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert, and drinks—
will be hosted by the youth and held in Bethesda Community Hall following the 
service. A love offering will be received to help offset the cost of the church’s  
recyclable paper products.  

Kara’s Birthday Celebration – Sunday, April 26 
Join us as we celebrate someone very special in our church family! On Sunday, April 
26, following worship, we will gather to honor Kara and her birthday. 

 

Kara faithfully serves as our childcare worker, offering not only her time and care, but 
also warmth, patience, and kindness to the children of our congregation. Her  
presence provides a safe, nurturing space where our youngest members are loved 
and supported, allowing families to fully participate in worship and church life. 

 

This celebration is a wonderful opportunity to show our appreciation for all that Kara 
does week after week. Cards and other tokens of gratitude are warmly welcomed as 
a way to express our thanks and celebrate her on this special day. 

 

We hope you will join us in making Kara feel appreciated and celebrated! 


