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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Epiphany Sunday 

 

January 8, 2023 10:50 a.m. 
 

 We Gather in God’s Name  
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Bill Pollack 
 

Prelude                                                              Max Jackson 
We Three Kings of Orient Are 

(Gordon Young) 

 

Call to Worship J.T. Norris 

Leader: In Jesus Christ, a light of hope shines brightly in all the 
world. 
People: May the light of Jesus Christ shine brightly upon us. 
Leader: May this light nourish and guide us. 
People: May Christ’s light show us our pathway to new life. 
All: Let us now worship in the joy of Christ’s light shining 
brightly for us. 

 

† Hymn of Epiphany #151 
We Three Kings 

 

We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty 
bright, westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown Him again, 
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

 

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh; 
prayer and praising gladly raising, worshiping God Most High. 

[Refrain] 
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes  a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

[Refrain] 
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 
 



† Call to Confession 
 

† Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, you see into our hearts. You see the true selves we 
try to hide from others, the sins we fear would destroy our 
images, the evils that lurk so deep within us we can scarcely 
name them, the unholy habits that have been with us so long 
that they no longer prick our consciences. But you also see in us 
Jesus Christ, the Holy One who took on our sin and covers us in 
his righteousness. Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
 

† Assurance of Pardon 
 

† Response   #435 (2)                                                                                                    
 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful,  
we would gladly trust God's Word,  

and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 
 

 We Listen to God’s Word  
 

Children’s Message  Pastor Bill 
 

Anthem Chancel Choir 
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise  

(David Jackson) 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
Manifested by the star to the sages from afar; 

Branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest and King supreme; 
And at Cana wedding guest, in thy Godhead manifest; 

Manifest in power divine changing water into wine; 
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, mirrored in thy holy word; 

May we imitate thee now, and be pure as pure art thou; 
That we like to thee may be at thy great Epiphany, 

And may praise thee, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 



Prayer for Illumination  
 

The Epistle Lesson  Ephesians 2:1 – 10 (NRSV)  
You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following the 
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. 3 All of us once lived among them in 
the passions of our flesh, doing the will of flesh and senses, and 
we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else, 4 but 
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us 5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For 
we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we may walk in 
them. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord   
P: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 72: 1–7, 10–14 (tune – Tallis Canon)  (1,2,4,6,7)
  

 

O God, be Thy Anointed Son with truth  
and righteousness endowed. 

That justice may on earth be done,  
the meek protected from the proud. 

 

Then over mountain side and plain shall peace  
spring forth from righteousness. 

The poor man’s cause will He maintain  
and save the weak that none oppress. 

  

Like copious rain in time of dearth so shall His gracious coming be. 

As gentle showers that cheer  
the earth so He shall bring prosperity. 

 



The desert lands to Him shall bow and all the islands of the sea. 
And kings with gifts shall pay their vow,  

His enemies shall bend the knee. 
 

In great compassion for the weak He ever will maintain their right. 

Will help the poor and save the meek;  
their lives are precious in His sight. 

 

 

† The Gospel Lesson  Matthew 2:1 – 12 (NRSV)  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is 
the Child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
His star in the east and have come to pay Him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from 
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them 
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found Him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay Him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set 
out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
in the east, until it stopped over the place where the Child was. 
10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 
Child with Mary His mother, and they knelt down and paid Him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered Him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road. 

 

L: This is the Holy Gospel of Christ! 
P: Thanks be to God!  

 

Sermon Pastor Bill 
Finding Our Way to Jesus 



 We Respond to God’s Word  
 

† Hymn of Response                                    #150 
As With Gladness Men of Old 

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to Thee. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before Thee,  

whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

 

As they offered gifts most rare at Thy manger, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly king. 
 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

† Affirmation of Faith             Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He 
descended to the dead.   On the third day He rose again; He 
ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Offering Acknowledgement Special Offering – 5 Cents a Meal 
 

† Doxology    
To God the Father, God the Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in one, 
May every tongue and nation raise 
An endless song of thankful praise. 

 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 

 We Are Sent in God’s Name  
 

† Hymn of Sending        #152 (1,3,4) 
What Star is This, With Beams So Bright?  

 

What star is this, with beams so bright,  
more lovely than the noonday light? 

’Tis sent to announce a newborn king,  
glad tidings of our God to bring. 

 

While outward signs the star displays,  
an inward light the Lord conveys 

and urges them, with tender might,  
to seek the giver of the light. 

 

O Jesus, while the star of grace impels us  
on to seek your face, 

let not our slothful hearts refuse  
the guidance of your light to use. 

 

Closing Voluntary                                                         
Fantasia in C Major   

(J S Bach) 
 

† Charge and Benediction   
 

 

† Standing if you are able. 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Head Usher: Geri Willis 

Liturgist: J.T. Norris 
Videographer: Ryan Whitman 

 
 



LAST WEEK’S RECAP 
Attendance: 53 

General Offering: $4,118.00 
Carpet Fund: $5,000.00 

Clean Start: $149.01 
Online Giving: $978.00 

Total Offering: $10,245.01 
 

 IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
Sunday Morning Study, 9:18 a.m. 
Armchair Theologians, 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship, 10:50 a.m. 
Glen’s Birthday Celebration, Noon 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 9 
Ministry Teams Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 
Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m./Bob Evans 
Bells Rehearsal, 5:45 p.m.  
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:45 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY 12 
Men’s Lunch Bunch, 11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sew Blessed: Monday, Jan. 16, 6 p.m. 
Finance Ministry Team: Tuesday, Jan. 17, 5:30 p.m. 
Dames for Dinner: Thursday, Jan. 19, 5:30—7 p.m. 
Birthday Celebration for Nanette, Sunday, Jan. 22, Noon 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 24, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m. 
 
 



Rev. Philip Lotspeich General Presbyter, To Preach Next Sunday 
We are excited to announce that Rev. Phillip 
Lotspeich will bring a message to our 
congregation next Sunday, January 15  
during our Morning Worship service.  As 
General Presbyter, Rev. Lotspeich provides 
congregations under his care with proactive 

visionary leadership. He remains busy in the cause of Christ 
through congregations like ours. Please mark your calendar and 
let’s show him, with our enthusiastic attendance that FPC is a 
vital, vibrant place to be! Pray for his message and our hearing of 
it. God may reveal something “new”  for us! 
  

Pastor Led Bible Study 
Pastor Bill will lead a 10-week Bible study 
beginning next Sunday January 15 at 
5:30 p.m. in the Bethesda Community 
Hall, or on Facebook. This study, The God 
You are Looking For, will help us 
rediscover (or discover) some of the attributes of God. 
Notebooks will be provided. Hope to see you then. Let’s start the 
new year right as we hear God speak through the scriptures  
concerning Himself. 
  

Martin Luther King Celebration 
January 15 at 5 p.m. at New Hope Baptist 
Church, 2717 Carter Ave., Ashland. 
Speaker: Rev. Franklin Murphy, pastor of 
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church in 
Huntington WV. Worship Music by: New Joy 
Gospel Singers from Columbus OH. Theme: 

"Fulfilling the Dream Together" based on Psalm 133:1. 
 

Another MLK, Jr. event will be held Monday, January 16 at 
10:30 a.m. at the Ashland Transportation Center. Pastor JD 
Crockrel of Christ Temple Church will be the keynote speaker. A 
“Freedom March” will follow the service and proceed to First 
Presbyterian Church. FPC will host lunch for the participants of 
the MLK march on Monday, January 16 at Noon.  



SERMON NOTES 
 

Finding Our Way to Jesus 
Matthew 2:1 – 12 (NRSV)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Week ending January 6, 2023 
Family of Janice Howard (Nanette’s aunt) 

Family of Robert Trigg (Scott Sanderson’s uncle) 
 

Week ending December 30, 2022 
Family of Judy Fannin 

 

Week ending December 23, 2022 
Pastor Bill 

Family of Britton Brinkley “Bink” Barlow (John Ferguson’s uncle) 
Family of Lini Breeback (Ruth Anne Hall’s sister) 

Ransom Gehringer 
Donna Isaacs (Kelly Hanni’s mother) 
Nancy Jackson (Steve Jackson’s wife) 

John Justice, Jr. (Jane Justice’s stepson) 
Joyce McAllister (Susan Martell) 

Annie Miller 
Vernie Tackett (Geri Willis’ sister) 

Kim Whitman 
 

Prayer requests will rotate off after three weeks. If you have an 
ongoing concern, please contact the church office.   

 

Ongoing: Derek Payne, Nancy Payne, Janet Winans,  
Ann & Jim Wiseman 

 

Morning Pointe: Carolyn Graber 

 

Military:  
Erik Adkins (USAF Reserves, Dayton, OH, son of Kris Adkins) 

Cadet Katie Brown (West Point, granddaughter of Kim & Mike 
Whitman) 

Major Kaitlin Whitmore (US Army, niece of Don & Judy Lily) 
 
 
 
 
 



STAFF 
 

 Minister: Rev. William Pollack 
Choirmaster, Organist: Max Jackson 

Administrative Assistant: Nanette Pollack 
Facilities Manager: Glen Thomas 
Nursery Attendant: Kara Adkins 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 
 

President of Congregation: Mitch Hall 
Secretary of Congregation/Clerk of Session: Kelly Hanni 

Treasurer: Cathy Wilson 
 

2023 2024 2025 

Mitch Hall Cathy Wilson* Kelly Hanni 

Ryan Whitman J.T. Norris Kim Whitman 

 Breck Tarr Geri Willis 

  *2nd term of service 
 

MINISTRY TEAMS 

 
To visit the church website, scan the code below. 

 
 
 
P.O. Box 1 | 1600 Winchester Avenue | Ashland, Kentucky 41101 

ashlandpresbyterian@yahoo.com | fpcaky.org 
606.324.4122 | 606.324.4123 (fax) 

Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Building & Grounds:  Membership: Breck Tarr   
 

Christian Education: 
Kim Whitman & Lee McCloud 

Mission: Geri Willis 
 

Congregational Life: Cathy Wilson Personnel: Janet Holbrook 
 

Finance: Trish Hall Worship: Ryan Whitman 

mailto:ashlandpresbyterian@yahoo.com
http://www.fpcaky.org/

