
 
 

 
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 

 

 



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
First Sunday in Lent 

 

February 26, 2023 10:50 a.m. 
 

 We Gather in God’s Name  
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Bill Pollack 
 

Prelude Max Jackson, Organist 

O People, Weep For Your Many Sins 
(J S Bach) 

 

Call to Worship Cathy Wilson 

L: Walking on the path, following Jesus. 
P: Sometimes there is joy in our step. Sometimes we are not 
so sure-- 
L: What may lie ahead? Hosannas or angry crowds? 
P: A prayerful garden or a stark cross? 
L: A holy meal or an empty place at the table? 
ALL: As we journey toward resurrection, please walk with 
us, Jesus. 

 

† Hymn of Lent  #223 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
When I survey the wondrous cross  
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss,  

and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most,  
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

See, from His head, His hands,  
His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 



† Call to Confession 
 

† Prayer of Confession 
We confess, O God, that we have wandered off the pathway as 
we have journeyed through Lent. We confess that we are stuck 
in the middle and have lost sight of our good intentions. We 
made the vow to be in prayer for 15 minutes each day during 
Lent and find ourselves instead busier than ever. We talk with 
everyone but You. God of second chances, as we pause in the 
middle, shake us up and turn us forward to walk with You in the 
light of your love that we might ultimately share this light and 
love with others. 
 

† Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, believe the good news. 
 P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole. 

 

† Response                                                                                                        #216 (2)                                                                                                    
 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

Upon the cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see 
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me; 

and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess: 
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness. 

 

 We Listen to God’s Word  
 

Children’s Message  Lisa Stevens 
 

Anthem Chancel Choir 
Just As I Am  

(Arthur H brown; Arr. Phillip K Norman) 
 

Just as I am, without one plea but that Thy blood was shed for 
me, and that Thou bidst me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I 

come! Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, healing of 
mind, Yea, all I ask in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come! 

 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Old Testament Lesson 1 Kings 19:19–21 (NRSV)  
19 So he set out from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who 
was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and 
he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his 



mantle over him. 20 He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, 
“Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow 
you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again, for what have I 
done to you?” 21 He returned from following him, took the yoke 
of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the 
oxen, he boiled their flesh and gave it to the people, and they 
ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah and became his servant. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord   
P: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 66 #54 
Make a Joyful Noise to God! 

 

Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings Your praise! 
Great Your wonders here displayed,  

unexcelled throughout our days. 
Glorious is Your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same. 

 

Come and see what God has done, great the blessings to the just: 
Walked the chosen through the sea,  

brought their enemies to dust. 
Let us lift a thankful voice for God’s mercies and rejoice! 

 

Bless the Lord, our refuge sure; let our songs of praise be heard! 
By whose justice, we are tried;  

by whose grace, our guilt deferred. 
When our life’s sure end shall come,  

bring us to Your heavenly home. 
 

† The Gospel Lesson  Mark 8:27 – 33 (NRSV)  
27 Jesus went on with His disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi, and on the way He asked His disciples, “Who do people 
say that I am?” 28 And they answered Him, “John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.” 30 And He sternly ordered them not to tell 
anyone about Him. 31 Then He began to teach them that the Son 
of Man must undergo great suffering and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes and be killed and after 
three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 33 But turning and 



looking at His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
Me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
 

L: This is the Holy Gospel of Christ! 
P: Thanks be to God!  

 

Sermon Pastor Bill Pollack 
Why This Road? 

 

 We Respond to God’s Word  
 

† Hymn of Response  #442 
Just As I Am, without One Plea 

 

Just as I am, without one plea  
but that Thy blood was shed for me, 

and that Thou biddest me come to Thee,  
O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about  
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without,  

O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,  
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
 

Just as I am, Thy love unknown has broken every barrier down; 
now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,  

O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
 

† Affirmation of Faith             Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He 
descended into hell. On the third day He rose again; He 
ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and He will come again to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

Offering Acknowledgement  Special Offering – CAReS 
 

† Doxology #711 (3) 
Lord of All Good 

Father, whose bounty all creation shows, 
Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live, 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows, 

To You with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 
 

† Prayer of Dedication 
 

 We Are Sent in God’s Name  
 

† Hymn of Sending               #546 
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing;  
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, Your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

 

Thanks, we give and adoration for Your gospel's joyful sound; 
may the fruits of Your salvation in our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful to Your truth may we be found. 
 

Savior, when Your love shall call us,  
from our struggling pilgrim way, 

let no fear of death appall us, glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever reign with You in endless day. 

 

Postlude Max Jackson 
O Jesus, I Have Promised 

(Emma Lou Diemer) 

 

† Charge and Benediction  † Standing if you are able. 
 



SERVING TODAY 
Head Ushers: Charlie & Jan Holbrook 

Liturgist: Cathy Wilson 
Videographer: Ryan Whitman 

 

LAST WEEK’S RECAP 
Attendance: 73 

General Offering: $1,552.00 
Sew Blessed: $50.00 

Online Offering: $275.00 
Total Offering: $1,877.00 

 

 IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

Sunday, February 26 
Sunday Morning Study, 9:18 a.m. 
Morning Worship, 10:50 a.m. 
“The God You Are Looking For” Bible Study, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, February 28 
Session Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 1 
Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m./Bob Evans 
Lenten Worship: First United Methodist Church, Noon 
Bells Rehearsal, 5:45 p.m.  
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 2 
Caring With Heart, 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

Caring With Heart: Thursdays in March, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, March 9, 11:30 a.m. 
Ladies Clothing Swap: Saturday, March 11, 2 p.m. 
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, March. 13, 5:30 p.m. 
Choir & Bells Appreciation/Hymn Sing: Sunday, March 19, following 
Worship 
Sew Blessed: Monday, March 20, 6 p.m. 
Finance Ministry Team: Tuesday, March 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, March 23, 11:30 a.m. 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. 



 
The AAMA is sponsoring Community Lent Midweek Worship on 

Wednesdays during March. Each service will begin at Noon  
with lunch at 12:30 p.m.  

 

March 1—First United Methodist Church  
March 8—First Presbyterian Church  

March 15—Holy Family Catholic Church  
March 22—First Christian Church  

March 29—Cornerstone Methodist Church 
 

An offering will be received at each service in support of the 
Community Kitchen, Shelter of Hope, and CAReS.  

 
 

 
We Need Your Help!  
Rachel Dillon must complete an outreach project for her nursing 
degree at Morehead.  She is collecting gently used shoes for 
school aged children in the Rowan County School System. There 
is a collection bin in the Narthex. The deadline is March 19. 
 

 SPECIAL OFFERINGS  
1ST SUNDAY – Backpack Ministry 

2ND SUNDAY – FPC Organ Repair Fund 
3RD SUNDAY – Clean Start 

4TH SUNDAY – CAReS 
5TH SUNDAY – Pastor’s Discreationary Fund 



He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’  This is the greatest and first 
commandment.  And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ (Matthew 22:37–39) 
 

Would you like to be a better 
communicator? Would you like to change your relationships for 
the better? Do you want to let go of old destructive habits? 
Would you like to be a better listener? Would you like to 
understand your own life more fully so that you can be healthy 
spiritually and emotionally?  
 

We are excited to offer a new class here at FPC! It is a 6-week 
class that will meet on Thursdays from 5:30–7:30 p.m. beginning 
March 2. The class will be led by Kay Ferguson.  Caring With 
Heart will teach principles and skills to equip you to provide 
quality, Christ-centered emotional and spiritual care for yourself 
and others. Your faith will be deepened as you learn and practice 
listening, caring, and loving others who need to be heard and 
valued. During this six-week class you will learn skills that will 
help you listen to others at a deeper level, understand your 
feelings and those of others and explore the importance of 
healthy boundaries. You may register on the sign-up sheet 
located in the Narthex or the church website (fpcaky.org). 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Week ending February 24, 2022 
Donna Isaacs (Kelly Hanni’s mother) 

Bill Roy (Jane Justice’s brother-in-law) 
Vernie Tackett (Geri Willis’ sister) 

Mary Vanderhoof (John Ferguson’s mother) 
Kim Whitman 

Jeff Wilson (Judy Eby’s brother) 
 

Week ending February 17, 2022 
Family of Reece Allyn Baker 

Family of Roy Hina (Pastor Bill & Nanette) 
Lois Jackson 

Family of Alice Rossell (Jane Justice’s mother) 
 

Week ending February 10, 2022 
Annie Miller (Oakmont Manor) 

Bob Miller 
 

Prayer requests will rotate off after three weeks. If you have an 
ongoing concern, please contact the church office.   

 

Ongoing: Derek Payne, Nancy Payne, Janet Winans,  
Ann & Jim Wiseman 

 

Morning Pointe: Carolyn Graber 

 

Military:  
Erik Adkins (USAF Reserves, Dayton, OH, son of Kris Adkins) 

Cadet Katie Brown  
(West Point, granddaughter of Kim & Mike Whitman) 

Major Kaitlin Whitmore (US Army, niece of Don & Judy Lily) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON NOTES 
 

Why This Road? 
Mark 8:27 – 33 (NRSV)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



STAFF 
 

 Minister: Rev. William Pollack 
Choirmaster, Organist: Max Jackson 

Administrative Assistant: Nanette Pollack 
Facilities Manager: Glen Thomas 
Nursery Attendant: Kara Adkins 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 
 

President of Congregation: Mitch Hall 
Secretary of Congregation/Clerk of Session: Kelly Hanni 

Treasurer: Cathy Wilson 
 

2023 2024 2025 

Mitch Hall Cathy Wilson* Kelly Hanni 

Ryan Whitman J.T. Norris Kim Whitman 

  Geri Willis 

  *2nd term of service 
 

MINISTRY TEAMS 

 
To visit the church website, scan the code below. 

 
 
P.O. Box 1 | 1600 Winchester Avenue | Ashland, Kentucky 41101 

ashlandpresbyterian@yahoo.com | fpcaky.org 
606.324.4122 | 606.324.4123 (fax) 

Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Building & Grounds: TBD Membership: TBD 
 

Christian Education: 
Kim Whitman & Lee McCloud 

Mission: Geri Willis 
 

Congregational Life: Cathy Wilson Personnel: Janet Holbrook 
 

Finance: Trish Hall Worship: Ryan Whitman 

mailto:ashlandpresbyterian@yahoo.com
http://www.fpcaky.org/

