
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 17, 2025  10:50 a.m.  
 

 We Gather in God’s Name   
Welcome  Rev. Bill Pollack 
 

Prelude Max Jackson 
The Church’s One Foundation 

Robert Hobby 
 

† Call to Worship  Teresa Cassity 

L: God instructs us to be joyful always.  
P: We pray continually in spite of mounting odds.  
L: We give thanks in all circumstances.  
P: We trust God's will for us even amid uncertainty.  
L: We put on the armor of faith and love.  
P: The hope of salvation is our helmet.  
L: The Lord has heard our cries.  
All: We stand firm in the knowledge that nothing can 
separate us from all that God desires to give us. 

 

† Hymn of Praise  #396 
Brethren, We Have Met to Worship 

Brethren, we have met to worship and adore the Lord our God. 
Will you pray with all your power while we try to preach the word? 

All is vain unless the Spirit of the holy One comes down.  
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 

 

Sisters, will you come and help us? Moses’ sister aided him. 
Will you help the trembling mourners who are struggling hard with sin? 

Tell them all about the Savior. Tell them that He will be found. 
Sisters, pray, and holy manna  will be showered all around. 

 

Is there here a trembling jailer, seeking grace and filled with fears? 
Is there here a weeping Mary pouring forth a flood of tears? 

Brethren, join your cries to help them; sisters, let your prayers abound! 
Pray, O pray, that holy manna will be scattered all around. 

 

 



 

 

Let us love our God supremely; let us love each other, too. 
Let us love and pray for sinners till our God makes all things new. 

Christ will call us home to heaven; at His table we’ll sit down. 
Christ will gird himself and serve us with sweet manna all around. 

 

† Call to Confession  

 

† Prayer of Confession     

Merciful God, we go about our days failing to proclaim Your 
saving power with our voices or with our actions. We do not live 
as ones saved, but rather as people filled with fear and doubt. 
Sometimes it is difficult to make sense of our lives. We often 
choose what is expedient, not what is right. We are quick to hurt 
others, and slow to right our wrongs. Forgive us, O God, for all 
the ways we have not lived into our relationship with You. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen! 

 

† Assurance of Pardon  

 

† Response #441 (2) 
Hear the Good News of Salvation 

All the sins I have committed to my Savior now I bring. 
I bow down with tears of anguish; Christ forgives and so I sing: 

Jesus Christ, how much I love You! Jesus Christ You save from sin! 
How I love You! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 

 

 We Listen to God’s Word   
 

Children’s Message   
 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Epistle Lesson: Colossians 1:9–14 (NRSV) 
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased 
praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 
10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, 
as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the 
knowledge of God.11 May you be made strong with all the 
strength that comes from His glorious power, so that you may 
have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the  

 



 
 

 

Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of His beloved Son, 
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.  P: Thanks be to God   

 

Psalm 54 (tune: Azmon) #812 
O Save Me, God, and Hear My Cry 

O save me, God, and hear my cry: My prayer to You ascends. 
And vindicate me by Your might; On You my hope depends. 

 

You, Lord, my help shall ever be, though evil powers assail. 
From their designs, my life redeem through grace which cannot fail. 

 

My sacrifice I offer You as thanks for all Your grace. 
Let me so live that I in death may greet You face to face. 

 

† The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 6:5–13 (NRSV) 
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 7 “When you 
are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the gentiles do, for 
they think that they will be heard because of their many words. 
8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask Him. 9 “Pray, then, in this way: Our Father in 
heaven, may Your name be revered as holy. 10 May Your kingdom 
come. May Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us 
today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us to the time of trial but 
rescue us from the evil one.”  

 

L: This is the Holy Gospel of Christ!      P: Thanks be to God! 

 

 Sermon   

Praying When Life Doesn’t Make Sense 
 
 

 



 

 

 We Respond to God’s Word   

 

† Hymn of Response #465 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

† Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He 
descended into hell. On the third day He rose again; He 
ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and He will come again to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Pastoral Prayer | Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering Acknowledgement    Special Offering: Clean Start 
 

† Doxology  #606 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! 

 



 
 

 

 † Prayer of Dedication  

 

 We Are Sent in God’s Name   
 

† Hymn of Sending  #824 
There is a Place of Quiet Rest 

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God, 
a place where sin cannot molest, near to the heart of God. 

 

Refrain: 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, 

hold us, who wait before thee, near to the heart of God. 
 

There is a place of comfort sweet, near to the heart of God, 
a place where we our Savior meet, near to the heart of God. 

[Refrain] 
 

There is a place of full release, near to the heart of God, 
a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God. 

[Refrain] 
 

Postlude   
All People That on Earth Do Dwell (Old 100th) 

Johann Walther 
 

† Charge & Benediction                                
 

† Standing as you are able. 
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Head Usher: Donna Jones  

Liturgist: Teresa Cassity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LAST WEEK’S RECAP 
Attendance: 86  

General Offering: $3,961.25 
Earth Care/Youth: $100.00 

Memorial Fund (organ repair): $130.00 
Organ Repair Fund: $65.00 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund: $27.00 
Online Offering: $225.00 

Total Offering: $4,508.25 
 

IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 

Sunday Morning Study, 9:28 a.m. (on break, resumes 9/7/25) 
Armchair Theologians, 9:30 a.m.  
Pastor Bill Sunday School Class, 9:30 a.m.  

Morning Worship, 10:50 a.m.  
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 
Tai Chi, 5 p.m. 
Finance Ministry Team, 5:30 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 

Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m./Bob Evans  
Zumba Class, 5 p.m. 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 
Paper Angels, 1 p.m. 
Dames + Dinner Bible Study, 5:30 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 
Zumba Class, 9:30 a.m. 
Tai Chi, 11 a.m. 
Celebration of Life Service for Mary Patterson, Noon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Dames + Dinner Bible Study 
Ladies, It's time for Dames + Dinner Bible 
Study! We will meet on Thursday, August 21, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. We'll be starting a new 
Bible study called "Believing Jesus, A Journey 
Through the Book of Acts" by Lisa Harper. 
Dinner will be provided, and the cost is $10. 
We can't wait to see you there! 
 

Celebration of Life Service 
We will have a Celebration of Life service for Mary Patterson on 
Saturday, August 23 here at First Presbyterian Church. Visitation 
will begin at 11 a.m., followed by the service at noon. Please keep 
the Patterson family in your thoughts and prayers during this 
difficult time. 
 
White Elephant Sale and Potluck Dinner 
The Women of the Church would love 
for you to join us for a fun White 
Elephant sale and potluck dinner on 
Sunday, August 24, at 5 p.m. It will be a 
wonderful opportunity to socialize, 
discover unique treasures, and support a 
great cause. 
 

All proceeds from the event will go to 
the Holli & Keith McClelland family. Please remember to bring 
some cash to participate in the sale. We are also asking everyone 
to bring one or more items, wrapped or unwrapped, to be 
auctioned off. To assist our auctioneer, Lisa Stevens, kindly 
include a brief description with each item. 
 

Even if you don't have time to prepare a potluck dish, please still 
come! There will be plenty of food for everyone. Feel free to bring 
a friend along to share in the fun. Childcare will also be available. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 



 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
You may choose to fill your own box or donate to the monthly 
cause each month. Questions, contact Donna Jones.  
August - coloring books, stickers, playdough, jump ropes, pencil 
cases.  
 
Dress a Girl Around the World – Volunteers Needed! 
Dress a Girl Around the World has 
distributed over two million dresses to 
girls in 90 countries, including the U.S.A. 
Our Sew Blessed group has contributed 
more than 100 dresses so far, and this is 
our fourth year participating in this meaningful mission. We’re 
currently looking for seamstresses to help us sew dresses for girls 
in need. All completed dresses will be blessed during Morning 
Worship on Sunday, September 14. If you have any questions or 
would like to get involved, please see Geri or Nanette.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Week ending August 14, 2025  
Grace Atwell (Trish Hall’s sister) 
Jan Michel (Pastor Bill & Nanette) 
Family of Mary Patterson 
Skip Saunders (Greg & Geri Willis) 
 

Week ending August 7, 2025  
Morgan and baby Cora Crane (JT & Kelly Norris)  
Paxton Koenig (Chris & Barb Payne’s grandson) 
Family of Joe Lane (Lee McCloud’s father) 
 

Week ending July 31, 2025  
Michael Sparks (Bethany Pollack Reece) 
Andrea Frankhauser (Bethany Pollack Reece) 
 

Ongoing: Pastor Bill; Gretchen Dillon; Bill Gesling; Charlie 
Holbrook; Keith McClelland; Kenny McGill; Bob Miller; Derek 
Payne; Nancy Payne; Bonnie Pettijohn; Tim Shephard; Jan Winans; 
Ann Wiseman  
 

Kingsbrook Care Center: Barry Barbour  
 

The Lantern: Carolyn Graber  
 

Military: Erik Adkins (USAF Reserves, son of Kris Adkins); Cadet 
Katie Brown (West Point, granddaughter of Mike Whitman); Greg 
Weston (Army National Guard); Major Kaitlin Whitmore (US Army, 
niece of Don & Judy Lilly)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 



 
 

 

STAFF 
Minister: Rev. William Pollack 

Choirmaster/Organist: Max Jackson 

Administrative Assistant: Nanette Pollack 

Facilities Manager: Glen Thomas 

Nursery Attendant: Kara Adkins 
  

SESSION MEMBERS 
President of Congregation: Mitch Hall 

Secretary of Congregation/Clerk of Session: Kelly Hanni 
Treasurer: Cathy Wilson 

 

 2026  2027  2028  

Mitch Hall*  Jimmy Hall  Teresa Cassity 

Jan Holbrook  Lee McCloud *  Kelly Hanni * 

Ryan Whitman*  J.T. Norris *  Donna Jones 

*2nd term of service 
  

MINISTRY TEAMS 
 

Building & Grounds:  
Glen Thomas  

Membership:   
Teresa Cassity 

Christian Education: 
Lee McCloud  

Mission:   
Donna Jones  

Congregational Life:  
Cathy Wilson  

Personnel:   
Janet Holbrook  

Finance: Trish Hall  Worship: Ryan Whitman  
  

To visit the church website, scan the code below. 

 
P.O. Box 1 | 1600 Winchester Avenue | Ashland, Kentucky 41101 

office@fpcaky.org| www.fpcaky.org | 606.324.4122 

Contact Pastor Bill: 606.547.1802 or pastor@fpcaky.org 

http://www.fpcaky.org/
http://www.fpcaky.org/

