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&= Vacation Bible School Weekend: August 8-10 &

"Jesus is the light of the world . . . let His light shine through you!" (John 8:12 and

Matthew 5:14-16)

Friday, August 8, 5:30-8 p.m. - Bethesda Hall (All Ages) Kick off the weekend
with us at Bethesda Hall. There's something for everyone!

(&) Saturday, Aug 9, 11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. Our little ones (birth—grade 6) will have a
blast at the Norris” home, while our youth will gather at the church.

Sunday, Aug 10, 10:50 a.m. - Morning Worship Join us for a Back to School
Blessing and VBS Celebration Brunch.

L) Adult Study Sessions Pastor Bill will lead a two-lesson study for adults: Friday
5:30 -7 p.m. and Saturday, 11 a.m.—Noon. Don't worry about meals - we've got you
covered with dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday!

131 VBS Brunch Menu We're serving up pancakes, breakfast casseroles, fruit,
onuts, and drinks. All are welcome to join us following morning worship.

Q.

Let's shine with the light of Jesus this weekend! #-
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1600 Winchester Ave.
Ashland, KY 41101
fpcaky.org
606.324.4122

Church Office Hours
Monday — Thursday
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Rev. Bill Pollack
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Cathy Wilson
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I have

longed to
gather your@’ .
children ',~ '
together, as a
hen gather
her chickstu

ot all scripture we read is Joyful and up-
Nlifting. Such is the case of these words

from the Gospel of Luke. Jesus is over-
looking the city of Jerusalem with tears as He
reflects on the unwillingness of the people to
accept His love and care for them. He has
come to make life better. He has come to bless
His people. And yet, the reality is that many
refused Him and His offer to real life. As a
result, Jesus speaks a prophecy of doom and
destruction that will come in the future.
| believe these words are relevant to our day
as well. With so much to be thankful for; how
often it is that we fail to hear words of hope
spoken by the One who loves us deeply. Still,
in our text above, we can come to better un-
derstand the comfort and care of the Lord.

t‘

“How often have | desired . . . ” These words
remind me that God is constantly extending
His desire to provide His best for me. | can
sometimes overlook the constant drawing of
One who wants to be in a relationship with
me. | can fail to receive the very blessing |
need because | am looking elsewhere. | know
not to, but the reality is that | can be so dis-
tracted by things in my life that | cannot hear,
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or see, the desire of God’s faithfulness to me.

“As a hen gathers her brood under her

wings ... ” He wants to guard me, protect me
and bless me with His covering care. His wings
provide me with the assurance that regardless
of life’s experiences, that may seek to defeat
me, | can be comforted knowing He holds me
close. | need this.

“And you were willing!” | take some license to
change the final part of our scripture from a
negative to a positive response. | resolve in the
coming days to remain positive about God’s
leading for my life. Knowing that | am unsure
of what lies before me, | rest in the assurance
that God covers me with His care. | accept the
future because | know who holds it. For this |
am confident and blessed. | am willing to
receive the care of my Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer. He knows what is best for me and |
am content in this reality.

So, what about you? In the midst of your life,
are you resting in the care of God’s love and
residing under the wings of His care? Are you
living with the faith that life

can be hard, but God is good? p(,\)‘bV {5/‘ u
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With Sympathy
We offer our Christian love and sympathy to the family of Kim Whitman. She passed away
Sunday, July 20. Please keep her family in your thoughts and prayers.

IN OUR
WAND
Memorial Gifts Given

Memorial gifts were given in memory of Kim Whitman (designated to the organ repair fund) by

Darryl & Jane Akers, John & Kay Ferguson, Pastor Bill & Nanette Pollack, Homer & Linda Waddle, and Greg & Geri
Willis

Presbyterian Women Meeting

On Sunday, August 3, immediately following worship, we would like all women to stay for a short meeting to allow
our women of the Church to make yearly donations to charities in our area. It will be quick and if you have a charity
in mind, we will take all suggestions.

White Elephant Sale and Potluck

The Women of the Church would love for you to join us for a fun White Elephant \ A
sale and potluck! We're holding it on Sunday, August 24, at 5 p.m. It's a fantastic '
opportunity to socialize, find some unique treasures, and support a great cause. A j M

Please remember to bring some cash to participate in the sale. We're also asking
everyone to bring one or more items to be auctioned off. These can be wrapped or P 5
unwrapped. To help our auctioneer, Lisa Stevens, please include a brief description

1

with each item you bring. All proceeds from the auction will go directly to charity. VA hite Elephant

Don't worry if you don't have time to prepare a potluck dish—there's always plenty
of delicious food to go around, so please come anyway! Feel free to bring a friend
along to share in the fun. We look forward to seeing you there!

\Sale/

Dress a Girl Around the World — Volunteers Needed!

Dress a Girl Around the World has distributed over two million dresses
to girls in 90 countries, including the U.S.A. Our Sew Blessed group has
contributed more than 100 dresses so far, and this is our fourth year
participating in this meaningful mission. We’re currently looking for
seamstresses to help us sew dresses for girls in need. All completed
dresses will be blessed during Morning Worship on Sunday,
September 14. If you have any questions or would like to get involved,
2 please see Geri or Nanette. To learn more about the Dress a Girl
Around the World organization, visit dressagirlaroundtheworld.com.

We contributed 55 dresses in 2024.

Clothing Swap

Barb Payne and Elsie Clark are working hard to organize our upcoming Clothing Swap! They are now accepting
donations for the swap through March 2026. You can drop off your items under the coat rack in the hall beside the
kitchen. Thank you in advance for supporting this fun ministry!

Love's Lesson
A new school year promises new adventures, challenges and friends — as well as new classes, homework and

lessons. But the most important (and simplest) lesson we can learn is summed up by 19th-century hymn writer
Jane Eliza Leeson:
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Sunday Morning Study: Sundays, 9:28 p.m. (on break)
Armchair Theologians: Sundays, 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School With Pastor Bill: 9:30 a.m.

Harmony of the Gospels: 9:30 a.m. (on break)
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m.

PW Meeting: Sunday, August 3, Noon

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m.—
resumes August 27

Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Bob Evans
Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays, 5p.m. and Saturdays, 11 a.m.
Zumba Classes: Wednesdays, 5 p.m. and Saturdays,
9:30 a.m.

Paper Angels: Thursday, August 7, 1 p.m.

VBS Weekend: Friday—Sunday, August 8-10

VBS Celebration Brunch—Sunday, August 8, Noon
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, August 11, 5:30 p.m.
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, August 14, 11:30 a.m.
Horizons Bible Study: Thursday, August 14, 5:15 p.m.
Finance Ministry Team: Tuesday, August 19, 5:30 p.m.
Paper Angels: Thursday, August 21, 1 p.m.

Dames + Dinner: Thursday, August 21, 5:30 p.m.
White Elephant Sale: Sunday, August 24, 5 p.m.
Empty Nesters: Monday, August 25, 5:30 p.m.

Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, August 28, 11:30 a.m.

Kelly Norris—August 4
Trish Hall-August 4
Teresa Cassity—August 5
Ransom Gehringer—August 20
Mark Riggs—August 21
Mitch Hall-August 21
Estelle Wilson—August 26
Ariana McGill-August 27
Ish Stevens—August 28
Stacey Wilson—August 28

Wedding Anniversaries
Lee & Mitch Hall-August 7
Ellen & Pat Sharp—August 10
Kelly & JT Norris—August 13
Kris & Chris Adkins—August 17
Heather & Kevin Shay—-August 31

Find Encouragement in the Psalms — A 5-Week Study with Pastor Bill

The Bible is filled with encouraging words for our lives, and the book of Psalms is especially rich with comfort, hope,
and strength. Join Pastor Bill for a 5-week study as we explore selected Psalms and discover how they speak to our
hearts today.

" When: Sundays in August

" Time: 9:30-10:15 a.m.

" Location: Conference Room (Office Area)

" Study Books: Provided

Come be refreshed by God’s Word and encouraged in community. We look forward to seeing you there!

Operation Christmas Child

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 220 million
shoebox gifts to children in more than 170 countries and territories. You may choose to
fill your own box or donate to the monthly cause each month. A schedule is provided
below, and the donation box is in the Narthex. The OCC boxes will be blessed on
November 9, 2025. Questions, contact Donna Jones.

August: coloring books, stickers, playdough, jump ropes, pencil cases; September: wash
clothes, comb, brush, toothbrush, fun band-aids, nail file; October: small stuffed animal,
craft kits, yo-yos, kaleidoscope, slinky, ball; November: Money for postage.




