The Narrow and Wlde Gates

MATTHEW 7:13-14




THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Second Sunday of Christmas | Communion Sunday

January 4, 2026 10:50 a.m.

¥ We Gather in God’s Name ¢

Welcome Rev. Bill Pollack
Prelude Max Jackson
The First Noel
June Nixon
t Call to Worship Ryan Whitman

L: Come, O come, Emmanuel. Come and be with us again.

P: We celebrate the birth of the Christ child and await His
coming again!

L: Come, O come, into our lives in a new way.

P: We actively participate in our world to build Your reign on
earth.

L: Come, O come, Lord Jesus. Come!

P: Christmas greetings and blessings! We celebrate with the
world!

ALL: Christ is born! Hallelujah! Amen!

t Hymn of Christmas #143
Angels From the Realms of Glory
Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
you, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Refrain:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the Infant light:
(Refrain)

Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great Desire of nations; you have seen His natal star:
(Refrain)



All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: (refrain)

T Call to Confession

T Prayer of Confession
Lord God of Christmas, we stand on the threshold of another
year. We thank You for giving us another year of life. You have
given us many gifts during the last year. Now give us the care to
shape the moments of this new year into tender, gentle
expressions of concern. May the year be fulfilled with
achievements: wrongs corrected, friendships deepened, the
disheartened encouraged. Help us to energize Your love, even as
You became love to us. We ask these things in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

T Assurance of Pardon

t Response #132 (3)
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

¢ We Listen to God’s Word ¢

Children’s Moment
Prayer for lllumination

The Old Testament Lesson Genesis 13:8—13 (NRSV)
Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and
me and between your herders and my herders, for we are
kindred. °Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself
from me. If you take the left hand, then | will go to the right, or if
you take the right hand, then | will go to the left.” 1° Lot looked
about him and saw that the plain of the Jordan was well watered
everywhere like the garden of the Lorb, like the land of Egypt, in
the direction of Zoar; this was before the LorD destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah. 11 So Lot chose for himself all the plain of the
Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward, and they separated from



each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot
settled among the cities of the plain and moved his tent as far as
Sodom. * Now the people of Sodom were wicked, great sinners
against the LoRD.

L: The Word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:21-25 #509
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
All who hunger, gather gladly, holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering, Here, in truth, we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

All who hunger, never strangers, seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming.
Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered
in communion’s love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

All who hunger, sing together; Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.
Here, in peace, we have been led.
Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

Tt The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 7:13-14 (NRSV)

“Enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the road is
easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. 14
For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and
there are few who find it.

L: This is the Holy Gospel of Christ!  P: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Rev. Bill Pollack
Two Roads

¢ We Respond to God’s Word ¢

T Hymn of Response #475
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.




Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;
praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!

Here | raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I'm come;
and | hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’'m constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it, prone to leave the God | love;
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

Rite of Christian Baptism Kenneth Robert McGill, Il

T Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He
descended into hell. On the third day He rose again; He
ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and He will come again to judge the quick and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
Offering Acknowledgement  Special Offering: Backpack Ministry

t Doxology #143 (4)
Angels, from the Realms of Glory
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!

t Prayer of Dedication
¢ The Lord’s Supper®

Invitation to the Lord’s Table



Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you.

P: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

P: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis right . .. Hear us, gracious God, as we join creation's song and
sing Your eternal praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

... With thanksgiving, we celebrate the good news bringing great
joy in celebration of an empty tomb as we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. (2x)

Gracious God, pour out Your Holy Spirit . . . Through Christ, all
glory and honor are Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit in
the holy church, now and forever.

Amen. Amen. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (sins)
The Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

(As you receive the bread and cup this morning please eat the
piece of bread individually and retain the cup until all have
received it so that we may take it together.

Prayer After Communion



9 We Are Sent in God’s Name ¢

t Hymn of Sending #136 (3)
Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

Postlude Max Jackson
Noel Suisse (Il esr un petit I'ange)

Louis Claude D’Aquin

t Charge & Benediction

t Standing as you are able.

SERVING TODAY
Head Usher: Donna Jones
Liturgist: Ryan Whitman

LAST WEEK’S RECAP
Attendance: 103
General Offering: $496.00
CAReS: $26.00
Memorial: $50.00
Tru Green/Youth: $20.00
Online Offering: $364.75

Total Offering: $956.75




PRAYER CONCERNS
Week ending January 1, 2026
Family of Russell Bryan (Chris Payne)
Don Lilly
Betty Jean Phipps

Week ending December 25, 2025
Christina Columber (Greg & Geri Willis)
Khyler Kingery (Ashton Wheeler)

Paul Layman

Week ending December 18, 2025
Angel Horn (Nanette)

Chris Payne

Nancy Payne

Wayne Rice (Jimmy Hall)

Ongoing:
Pastor Bill Derek Payne
Christina Akers Nancy Payne
(Heather Whitman’s sister-in-law)
Gretchen Dillon Bonnie Pettijohn
Charlie Holbrook Tim Shephard
Kenny McGill, Sr. Jan Winans
Bob Miller Ann Wiseman
Chris Payne

Kingsbrook Care Center: Barry Barbour
The Lantern: Carolyn Graber

Military: Erik Adkins (USAF Reserves, son of Kris Adkins); Cadet
Katie Brown (West Point, granddaughter of Mike Whitman);
Christian Brown (US Air Force, grandson of Mike Whitman); Greg
Weston (Army National Guard); Lieutenant Colonel Kaitlin
Whitmore (US Army, niece of Don & Judy Lilly)



IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

~ SUNDAY, JANUARY 4

Sunday Morning Study, 9:28 a.m. (will resume 1/18)
Armchair Theologians, 9:30 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School (K—4" grade), 9:30 a.m.
Harmony of the Gospels, 9:30 a.m.

Youth Group (5" — 12 % grade), 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship, 10:50 a.m.

Glen’s Birthday Celebration, Noon

~ TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
Tai Chi, 5 p.m.

~ \WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m./Bob Evans
Handbell Rehearsal, 5:45 p.m.| Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:45 p.m.

~ THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
Men’s Lunch Bunch, 11:30 a.m.
Horizon’s Bible Study, 5:15 p.m.

~ SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
Tai Chi, 11 a.m.

Yearlong Bible Reading Plan

Nanette and | would like to
encourage you for a new challenge
in 2026. Spend the year in God’s
Word, exploring key characteristics
of a Christ-follower. To guide your
Scripture-reading for the next 52
weeks, this plan highlights two
Christian traits for every letter of the
alphabet. Each week, you’ll focus on
one trait and its seven daily
readings. Throughout each week, try
to live out the assigned trait. May God, the Alpha and Omega,
bless your A-Z journey of biblical habits from January 1 through
December 31. The reading plans are available in the Narthex. |
pray you will join us!! (Pastor Bill)




Sunday Morning Study

Please note that the Sunday “’PFUIU He SPI ll t

Morning Study is on holiday
and will resume on January
18. At that time, we will ‘ 3
begin a new nine-week study ¥ -
titled "A Guided Meditation
on The Fruit of the Spirit,"
led by Rob Atkins. We extend
a warm invitation to
everyone interested in
joining this new class.

panene
Kindness
galasiang 5:22-23

Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration

We are pleased to announce the upcoming Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration, which will be held at the Ashland Transportation
Center on Monday, January 19 at 10:30 a.m. March to follow. First
Presbyterian Church will once again be providing lunch for all
participants following the MLK walk. The lunch service will begin
at noon. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to
help with lunch preparations, please contact Cathy Wilson. Thank
you for supporting this event.

Nanette's Birthday Celebration

From weekly bulletins and

* “annv monthly newsletters to emails,
Bll'tllllav Itoext messages, and so much in

: etween, we are blessed to have
: Nanetle Nanette in our church office. On
Sunday, January 25, we will have
the opportunity to thank her as
we celebrate her birthday
following morning worship in the Narthex. Please join us at this
celebration. Cards and words of gratitude are welcome.

Thank you, Nanette, for everything you do to make FPC a church
in which we are proud.




CHILDREN’S CORNER

IN WIFFH THE NEW

PNy

It’s “time” for New Year’s vesolutions! We should always want to
improve ourselves for God, looking to Jesus as our example. God
will work with us and through us when we come to him in prayer.

Using the clock’s hour hand, copy each word to help
you complete 2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV.
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:17, NIV
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STAFF
Minister: Rev. William Pollack
Choirmaster/Organist: Max Jackson
Administrative Assistant: Nanette Pollack
Facilities Manager: Glen Thomas
Nursery Attendant: Kara Adkins

SESSION MEMBERS
President of Congregation: Mitch Hall
Secretary of Congregation/Clerk of Session: Kelly Hanni
Treasurer: Cathy Wilson

2026 2027 2028

Mitch Hall* Jimmy Hall Teresa Cassity
Jan Holbrook Lee McCloud * Kelly Hanni *
Ryan Whitman* J.T. Norris * Donna Jones
*2nd term of service

MINISTRY TEAMS

Building & Grounds: Membership:
Glen Thomas Teresa Cassity
Christian Education: Mission:

Lee McCloud Donna Jones
Congregational Life: Personnel:
Cathy Wilson Janet Holbrook
Finance: Worship:

Trish Hall Ryan Whitman

To visit the church website, scan the code below.

P.O. Box 1 | 1600 Winchester Avenue | Ashland, Kentucky 41101
office@fpcaky.org| www.fpcaky.org | 606.324.4122
Contact Pastor Bill: 606.547.1802 or pastor@fpcaky.org


http://www.fpcaky.org/
http://www.fpcaky.org/

